FamilNEngagement:
Learning with Families

By Melissa Dahlin

This paper aims to support policymakers in setting

policy and to equip them with best practices to sup
how policy, contextualized to Philadelphia, can pro
first presented. This is followed by a strategies s
family engagement policies into practice. By readin
be more informed and prepared to identify opportuni
and guidance. Additionally, the strategies and acco
policy makers can share with providers to demonstr a

burden on providers expending time to find strategi

Phil adel ghipadgrpame PHLmpar&nt aldeangédgement and a trar
kindergarome of the markepsodfam quplthtyi pak standp
senimé ter all, famids etsheairre cthhiel dc onmosvteasndtr imadwu ool nfgor ma
settEngaging them as partners in their childés educ
|l evel s supports continuity. Resear ch Swiptphorftisndihreg s
indicating that it does indeed hold benefits for <ch
Johnson Foundcaticeon rEemamte ment Practices | mproves Ou
concluded that:
1

Programs that promote positicédipdreeitnbhgopsacpbscesananed
probl ems.

=a

Promoting home | earning activities and effective teachi

T Strengt hentiemac tpamr emdar t ner shi ps c¢ anrenbootoisotn aalc asdkeinilc and s
devel op'ment .

f Emphasizing a child's physical health can aid healthy o

The tfeamisl y enagrmpermemtt e
I

grgemenh found in the literature. To p
of the configuratiofaamf | n

n
gl enpgialgle mMe@syusedei n erimi s paper.


https://www.rwjf.org/en/library/research/2017/02/parent-engagement-practices-improve-outcomes-for-preschool-child.html

An MDOR@view of family engrig@€manRt i onal Family, Sch
research similarly finds éé‘ﬁ’]]‘nuln'ltteyraé:ﬂgéﬂgmrﬁ%th Wo r
skills in young chil dren salrgt%%S'far‘X|EI9' Eﬁlgaatgemetr?t
family engagement and, promisingly, hat
guidance and supports geay ad hoyVl@afrdeSd responsibility |
caretakers can |l ead to moret@&Bfgagenmtumt t Wi ddlenci es an
their CHildren. committed to reaching out t
meaningful ways and in whi c|

While family engagement mayomei wwiedd odmea@aciinvely suppo
theory, perceptions and asdEmpbimhsanglndpvel opment .

family engagement is defiq@pad, ;gRPMODBLRCder &Nd a chil

put in to action can differgpRgfnyP et WeEhi ARt sme o

amongst policymakers and prpa¢eht i OdcrisS as TOHiSI dren mat

paper aims to present pr omig’liuNgh @Pdp.r oaches for

policy and includes examples from practice t

i nform an i ntentional, %C&éfvicroascstlBﬂarbel'nfoéﬁ‘as !

. . ettln r .tc hhiolmder, e ni nl epar

sustainable family engagemq(n g)roac ith

PHLDT e K arten programs, in s
P ) programsbasedfhnshltutlons,

commuh' ty.

LANDSCAPE OF PHhre K AND PENNSYLVANFA
FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Key el ements of family engfagtemensystaemawirtelaadyt a ST,
be found in both state podd¢kieveitnkil sidi atgi ng in 18
Pennsylvania Learning Stasidartdisng odatter | Many STAR 4
Chil dKegdtone STARS QualiacgcmRedithgdNaamdsf 6t bodar d 7

| mprovemenpr 6fessmonal powhicéesf ocuses solely on fail
including NAEYC and also in | ocal Philadel phi a
policies. The importance of family el
recognized early in PHLprel
Within PHLpreK,Pprbgeeaembithiwee | BWe0qlu8 st f or fQaural i fi ca
f or L ecafr midnegpn syl vani a LearPHLPx eK, included the expef¢

Standards for ,wWhir ¢ly ICihghldiphgtgls ams woul d:

the i mportance of relantlon"spérptn nqu(%angMIllclaetsl %Ynd c.
bet ween the program and t echfe?-m'éﬁ’l!ldprre‘HWQtleeSarnlng al

activities to build on fami-ly, asnt%ﬁggitrpps|emierﬁto,réjgeur| al
foster |l eadershi-ppeand advi swisthpeamilies and caregive
support. Those programs who™ emdEIfvet h@mPHLdPs €akad careg
system as a STAR 3 or 4 in tedeuckéysmalnegoal s for thei

STARS Quality Rating and ¢ mup@¥emeditndY ghethen Transi

already atPtaeand etrc hti hpes With_E@H‘h'é@dsimplement kinder g
and Commaeectieasa in its updatjuthe 1 for all children wh
Keystone STARS Performance SSepieambers 1 of the’'foll owi
(20127PHLpreK programs who became a part

MDRC (registered name) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan education a


https://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/Career%20Development/2014%20Pennsylvania%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Early%20Childhood%20PreKindergarten.pdf
https://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/Career%20Development/2014%20Pennsylvania%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Early%20Childhood%20PreKindergarten.pdf
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=programs_stars
http://www.pakeys.org/pages/get.aspx?page=programs_stars
https://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/Career%20Development/2014%20Pennsylvania%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Early%20Childhood%20PreKindergarten.pdf
https://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/Career%20Development/2014%20Pennsylvania%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Early%20Childhood%20PreKindergarten.pdf
http://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/STARS/Revisioning/Keystone%20STARS%20Performance%20Standards%20-%2006.07.2017.pdf
http://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/STARS/Revisioning/Keystone%20STARS%20Performance%20Standards%20-%2006.07.2017.pdf
http://www.naeyc.org/files/academy/file/AllCriteriaDocument.pdf
http://www.phlprek.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/RFQ-REV_4.21.17-FINAL-REV.pdf

pennsylvania Revi sed PA Keyston

KEYSTONE STARS Standards

w OFFICE OF CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND EARLY LEARNING

The Keystone STARS Prog

Standards were revised
system, there are f ouirStcaaftfe gQouraileisf iocfa tsitoannsd aarndd
Early Care and Education Progr am; Partnership
and Management . At the STAR 3 and 4 | evel s,

within each category. Under Partnerships
available across nine standards. STAR 3 progr
programs must have a minimum of 17 points.
onto practices discussed to highlight alignme

A VISION FOR FAMILYENGAGEMENT

Al though components are c8omensti gt p¥erswlmaild asnsas
stronger framework fo famaveg eegalgemedtf i amewor ks
needed. Programs alreadyl eanphiemgnpi ogr ams from bir:

r
r
e

components of family engaQiemeeas ameé aitstriis&t $§ohave
e
e

approaching them as separaveracthivingi psanos ousmodel

one more item on a checklFot.ePdmpl-220KLE6 nL2D1Angel es
policymakers should consideirvergaprpipéddmabnedgan usi nc
al i gtnhewgge components into neodceohefsoirvef amily engagemen:
framework that is guided By remogdkeEmadnpogp voacbn whibh

comprehgoal sefor family epgemetmedtin the 2017 editi
Thi s apemrcoocauwcrhages programsSTTARS hHrnkgr am Per f or mance

about howsappowitfemiliesFiCh3rdadhingdghis approach h
goals rather than simply hioweiprouetphietatbbtaoamss i e
engagement requirement, itomwnéc¢ctiadbtse®, skppwhreéedge of
maxi mi zation of points indéewnel Paméemeyr sbopsr &wi € hsupp
Families and Communities amad egoagiyali nancheemoti ofal co
Keystone STARS standards. AMMnewadlduat oomal of LAUPOG6s f a
benefit dwsertahracthianng f r ame woorukn dorii gputacnomes i n parent
creates d acnogmnaogne acr oss pampgovwenrsmegt, planning even:

and supports practitionerprogranmentadciyliingati ng even:
appropriate and best pracitncesas$ édspgandrmptawearmmun itchd tsi

vision. Furthermore, thisvof@iereemrinngpppatemisyasloi
peer | earning across progpamist asetbhemmamniecati on bet:
better positioned to sharehirlked'demnceés and training
aligned with the vision.


http://earlychildhood.marylandpublicschools.org/family-engagement-framework
http://arheadstart.org/Arkansas%20Family%20Engagement%20ReportRevised.pdf
http://laup.net/
http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengtheningfamilies
http://www.cssp.org/reform/strengtheningfamilies

A FRAMEWORK FOR FAMIY ENGAGEMENT

Effective family engagemeAtkeynwvpanvtesofentalce i parent e
policies and then providiing tsuep poeltatifomship of mut
programs to i mplement thesmt affheamdrfsamistieps.i nThis r.
designing a framework or ¢®Ulatnunal kty @mrdilhieng &aim$tiyca
engagement so all stakeholMeQlsvegefami lies as joint
agreement. This defwvhoiti omMOoSihibiuvy® ce&lvati:onship serv
(families, schools, heal thU¥mhra&ng  &yGihHesisasm for mol
communitwheg@éet ) wnrgmos e approaches to support pare
(what family engalgement shiglieygngdoyamily wellness. W
(approaches to ackiegve pupp%%%k),mraﬁvdlders wi 1 have

princ(iep.lge.s, shared respon5|bdlelrl‘.:’t_ty"’l,n |r;[chleuscioonr¥ent and
. . o f famlllecsonasntdulﬁytlcnog t he
et Once this is defined, goal_dareas can_ th’en
r0\6| ersf can s?are respon
be devel oped. These should e _out comes. o,r .
L. thusiasm_ typically buil d:¢
families rather than spe0|?|c actlvities or.

_ h rathe,rI than directives fr ol
strategleHse.a(dseSetatrte ParentweFlach'myn?( environment is a
and Communi ty Engagdgeonme natn 5ia ieHVé)rir_lterest and accep!
example of goal s) . By allrﬂé‘"hﬁ‘@ré,ndéc‘{mgu@# whom may |
programs the choice of beﬁégéttir\f"ée@)!;?esrlté)nces Swith s

employ, programs can identpfy pafod ! BMENLict of C
the approaches that are sgegddlisalbEpsSEesPPnNsSheeur ba
to the families and Tchemmumowi @&l ¢ h@iYn§F eE VY ®iironment s
i mpl ementation is also mormearltinkealsyhitpos bwee rceu | éfufread tliyv
appropriate us.ing this appnoaachegikes ni nadpdriet i on t o [

: 0.V raII @ t dance
For examples of different deflnltelons ftame engagement ,

see page 4 of Stheepdbipbcypabhieef to Famlly

EngagemenK Pmno&®r ams



https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/framework
https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/hslc/tta-system/family/framework
http://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/publication/81991/2000844-improving-prekindergarten-attendance.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ceelo_policy_brief_family_engagement_2016_03_final_web_updated_2016_11.pdf
http://ceelo.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/03/ceelo_policy_brief_family_engagement_2016_03_final_web_updated_2016_11.pdf

SRATEGIES FOR FAMILY ENGAGEMENT

Fo
re

r the purposes of this report, the remaini
aching family engagement goals, organized

T Supporting child devel opkeaexpasi ehceel ates

T Supportitregm mogitive family outcomes

Strategiupgpofran ng child devel opment

Pr
en
de
co
pr
co
st
to

Fa
ch
br
t h
ac
de
to
h o
e a
s u
in

r e
pr
be
Ho

Fi
Wi

ogr
gag
v el
nf e

ms have traditionally addressed parent
ment through supporps i
pment by peavheing Educators may need

icationTiwesk Bamilail (& W0 WAGE LS RS E el
strategies that shflsscien
ones | isted bel ow.

mmu

ng

t

S P

a
e
O - .
rences, hosting famif e 8 enEaREieE s 8 e e
ogram i mhar magagihng i n R ECERE
n
g
e

| d

(o]

To support educat oebrisa:

il
| d
ng historical inf orma
knowl edge teachers po

(

bring |l earning from Wit can also be effect

me. Rel ationships that

riy and wagobommUWOCati Eg'ldho,()d Lec
pport this. Sever al Centel ¢ Hfgoliicestie

support engagement
with special needs.

teractions can occur ar
viewing requirements fo
ograms, many of these areas are already

ing addressed in PHLpreK programs.
Usef ul resour ces:

me visits/ I nitial contaﬁ:t

st impressions are imporFtlzi‘H]POya\nnltlug
. . Di s i o f
h families should happe

Soc
3 —

[
eongaqg mg

«
:F
Q
D
=

of

r

t ath
d center on oals for the c
ile visiting a family
affing and costs may pr owdi
.g., paying teachers for’i‘txllo
ese visits create a p05|tp|
miliesd relationship wit
ucators c&epnshateanhae Lea
andards f or aEmd | dyi chhu'slsdhoID

r
|
|
)
h
e
i

o= m“m
—9-<:<"’—

® OB P T @ T

wmo 050

sessments to prepare famiggi

o

es are critical par el elEaei O e EEEE

0s deve]opment in th Mo d
MPractitionersé Compet |
Di verse Famil i.esWh(iHier
curately inform their ul @ UWERSEREE USRS CHEEE ClEE ) | g

vel opment. Families al shfi S Beniiiel e il i =y

akthsp nte gerj asmojsd & a ini, |y
wa lpkrso H ia mi k ||a/se t hrougl
otnh rPdimé oyt stihtes year,

sect
into

tw

t hei

o

(@}
w

Ti ps ont oacleearn hbmemvi hets

g ef !
S abl
i'Iy

bl ic

Ha

reachin

e|r Id in
enchmarks.
standards identify

as an important
Jodurtthe ¥edirandards.

_

S
{
Ir
[
t
%'tpaartte 1‘8 tthe program,
t
o
ed
y
n

The

pi ec


http://flamboyanfoundation.org/focus/family-engagement/parent-teacher-home-visits/
http://decal.ga.gov/documents/attachments/PreKFamilyHandbook.pdf
https://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/Career%20Development/2014%20Pennsylvania%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Early%20Childhood%20PreKindergarten.pdf
https://www.pakeys.org/uploadedContent/Docs/Career%20Development/2014%20Pennsylvania%20Learning%20Standards%20for%20Early%20Childhood%20PreKindergarten.pdf
https://www.amazon.com/CRAF-E4-Family-Engagement-Model-Practitioners/dp/0124104150
https://www.amazon.com/CRAF-E4-Family-Engagement-Model-Practitioners/dp/0124104150
https://www.amazon.com/CRAF-E4-Family-Engagement-Model-Practitioners/dp/0124104150
https://www.amazon.com/CRAF-E4-Family-Engagement-Model-Practitioners/dp/0124104150
http://ectacenter.org/
http://ectacenter.org/
http://ectacenter.org/topics/familyeng/familyeng.asp




